
I 4ny C ~ o l o  aas Long as it's Ereea 
; i : i i t h  i ts  ability to rrlanage added to the concrete. adding warer at the j o b s i l ~ .  Pores can becorr,, lilieri vv:~h 

k b surrace watel. runoff. the Paris explains that [he low i r  may be ~nrccssary to violate silt and other parricr~lates and 
construcrion industq ha.! k~ lown !\~ater/cernent ratio in pervious this precept to mainrain may require periodic vacuuming 
tliat pervious concrete is "pen . "  concrete mixturps can give pervious concrete a: a worl<- or power ivashing. Trafiir: 
I t  i s  now discovering that colorcd pervious a darkcr or able consistcnc)~, patrprns also car1 erode cenient 
pervious conciete can also be more intense shade i h a n  WiLh a dry rnixturc and pasre from the pavemen( 
tan. red. black. or brown. That's c~rdinarv cancrete mixtures laree surface arca, oerviilir\ surfac,.. Evcii rhc hcst 

corlcretr i s  prune li~ 
inconsistmr evaporalion 
bccdusc of work~nansl~ip. 
sunliglit. and wind. 
W t e n  any of thcsc 
scenarios occurs. r vcn  
small changcs i n  the 
waterlcement i-;~lio 
w i l l  a l l r r  pavcnlrnt 
appeararlcc 

Ib cure pervious 
concrere. the liarionai 
Ready Mixed Conclere 
Association recornmends 
misting a ~ ~ d  covering 
i t  with plaslic shee~s 
~ ~ ' i r t i i n  20 minutcs of 
placement. Contact 
hcl.k\'een thrx concrete 
arirl plasiic can cause 
ul l rven concreli? ' 
coloratiorl. I f  this is not 

dcceptabie, col~hi~ler tenting the 

1 concrete in  Callonwood Creek Park in Encinitas, Calif. pavement so thc piasric does 
not  come i n  direct contact 

be~i~tise pcrvioiij concsetr ciiri 
bc irl~cgraily rolorcd co match 
rile surrounding landscape or 
to providc a complemen~ary 
or cclntrarting hue to makc 
paverncni stand out vis~r~II\- 

Pcrvious concrrre car1 br 
tirited w i th  tlie s;me inregrdl 
pigments used to cnlol. orher 
concretr pl.oducts. The dry 
nlixrures usrd for pervious 
concrete require spccial arren- 
tion to assure uniforln colorant 
dispersiun, cautions Nick Paris, 
vire prcsident of roiorant 
p r o d u c c r C &  

Wliilr! vou can vet salisfac- 
ILJS~ ~ r n ! l u  with concentrated 
p~iwdcr pigments. Paris suggests 
cu!ddering liquid colors bccause 
[hey dispersr more readily in 
dry mixtuicr. Thc warer in 
liquid culurs and any water 
added t ~ y  an a~~tort iat i r  r'clsing 
sysrcm musr be subtracted from 

with similar pigrnrrit dosages. 
The colors of thc crment, 
sapplerncnl;~q celnentilious 
marerials, and aggregates a l s ~ ~  
influence [he shade. 

Color also may appear 
darker in  pervious pavement 
becausc its rough rexture 
reduces the glare associated 
w i th  converirional concrete 
pavement. Paris advises making 
final color selections based up011 
vieu'ing fully cured sarnples 
made wi th  thc material! 
and workmanship to be used 
in  the field. 

Cal-efi~lly adding water 
Maintaining consistency 

from batchto-batch (and even 
from [he bcgirining of a batch 
piaccment to irs end) can be 
challcnging, w h l r l h ~ r  i t  is 
colored or runcoloreil. Whilc a 
cardir~al rulr  of corivcntinnal 

persious concretr paverncn:s 
are prune 1111l",e"lilg, Ihr, I l ~ s s  
o l  aggrcpe  

LVilh all tliesc pole i l i~a l  
conccrrls. i t ' s  r i r i  su~.prise that 
pervlous pavement docs riot 
alxa)' I~x!k "p re r r~ . "  This 
should bc rlircussed w i th  
~USIIII~IP~S hi'rOl~ lt le siati 
of a i i ~ o j t ~ c : ~  10 nl;ll\t3 surr 
ex[~eclalio::s arr re;tlistlr 

Sril l, pcsvinrrr coric.rc,I'. 
car] b r  artractive w t l r ~ ~  
integrated i n l a  a;! o ~ c i s l l  
project design. As rnore 
concreLt? c0:llraclrlrs gain 
expcrirncc wi th  th~ ,  m3~erial. 
pervio1:s concretr! is gaining 
acceprancr- i r ~  visually ser~sitive 
[~rojecls !vhcrr, color i s  all 
in1porla:il e i e ~ n c ~ t :  o t  i h i  
tiardrca[,e dr,\ign. 

. rllirltael C'hirsid 

with Lhc cr~nc:e!e. writcr has~d  i r ~  T,r:cana Calif., 
The appearanrc ofpel\:ious spcciaiiring i n  icnnlrerc ;and 

concrete, whnilier colored cor~s~rr:clion lirrlics. Visit i h r  

as a natural l i l l e r  l o  keep po;lu~anls from contaminatil~p I 
I rhc antollnt of bat.r:h warer colored corlcrcte i s  to avoid our water sources. 
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